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F ollowing on from the opening of Sun International’s Time Square Casino in Tshwane 
in 2017, 2018 saw the culmination of the entire vision for the Time Square complex 
with the opening of the Time Square Sun Arena and The Maslow Hotel.

Time Square Arena
The new home of big entertainment in Gauteng, the Sun Arena, Time Square is a state-
of-the-art 8,500-seater events arena. Not only one of the biggest music concert venues 
in Gauteng, the Sun Arena is a multipurpose venue that can be adapted to accommodate 
1,300 banquet guests, up to 1,800 delegates in a schoolroom format and over 7,000 
audience members in a theatre configuration. 

Conveniently situated in the Menlyn Maine precinct with its world-class restaurants 
and premium accommodation offerings, the Sun Arena is an ideal choice to host large 
delegations from all over the world.

Arena Design 
The brief was for an arena that could seat in excess of 8,000 people in a raked seating, 
multi-purpose building. A high performing acoustic standard was key. Firstly to limit 
sound escaping the arena to avoid noise pollution to the surrounding suburb, hotels 
and offices. Secondly, internal sound absorption in order to achieve maximum sound 
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quality. Acoustic absorption material was applied 
to all surfaces within the arena space and base 
traps were suspended across the roof to ensure 
the best sound quality. 

The design was to echo the overall aesthetic 
of the complex originally informed by the aesthetic 
of the Time Square Casino. The façade comprises 
of a series of random, grid-like patterns of 
alternating solid panels and glazed strips which 
are particularly dramatic at night due to the use of 
colour changing LED lighting.

A circular geometry was selected for the 
overall pure form it would deliver. The client 
specified a continuous roofspan without any 
columns and the arena had to incorporate all 
of the features that would make it an arena of 
international standard. The fly tower height, which 
is the framing around the stage, is to international 
specification. The 96m clear span is critical to the 
visual experience for all seating options.

The natural ground floor level intersects the 
arena at its midpoint. This is to ease the flow of 
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people as you enter on the ground floor and either walk up to 
the upper level seating or branch off to the lower arena level 
rather than entering at the lower level and then requiring people 
to circulate upwards.

Facilities Placement
The main circulation core down to the super basement is centrally 
located at the north of the arena. Restroom blocks are conveniently 
located at the NE, NW, SE and SW corners on the lower ground 
floor and ground floor. The multi-level BOH facilities are all located 
at the south of the arena linking the service yard to the stage, 

arena floor, lower and ground floor main circulation spaces and the 
Casino/Hotel BOH. An advanced fly tower, catwalk and hanging 
sub-grid design allows maximum flexibility and loading capacity 
within the overall constraints of the arena.

The Structure
The project was not originally envisaged in steel. The columns 
on which the edged gutter and roof wedges sit were originally 
conceived in concrete, but due to steel offering faster construction 
times, this was later changed to steel. The roof structure, which is 
a tubular truss frame roof, plus a large gutter were done in steel. 

ARENA - LOWER GROUND FLOOR ARENA - GROUND FLOOR
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The gutter of the roof has a steel construction 
tension ring and there is a compression ring in 
the centre of the roof trusses.

The geometry of the cladding of the Sun 
Arena is particularly interesting because the roof 
was designed as a series of wedges. A curved 
gutter edge, however, meant that when an edge 
intersected with a curve, it would lead to a varying 
height at the bottom. During the project, the team 
had to resolve how they were going to marry the 
varying heights at the bottom of the cladding that 
resulted from the combination of curved gutter 
edges and roof wedges.

The roof has a 96m, column-free span, which 
is unusually large. While there are many long span 
roofs in warehousing projects, the unique acoustic 
envelope that the team had to create makes it an 
exceptional project.

The Maslow Hotel, Time Square
The last phase of the Time Square Casino Complex, 
The Maslow Hotel, Time Square, was completed 
and handed over in February 2018. Comprising 
of three distinct room tiers of hotel offerings, 
the Maslow Time Square stands out as a unique 
concept in Sun International’s property portfolio. 
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Brief and Concept
The original concept for the design was based on 
the need to achieve the following:

1. Create a ‘Las Vegas’ style hotel, with floor to 
ceiling glazing in the bedrooms. It was to be a 
modern, high profile building that complimented 
the overall Menlyn Maine Complex. 

2. House three room tiers of hotel offerings in one 
building; Standard, Luxury and Premium. 

3. Standard and Luxury rooms to share public 
facilities, while premium rooms were to have 
their own public areas. 

4. 96 Standard rooms, 94 Luxury rooms including 
suites and 48 premium rooms, comprising bed-
rooms, apartments and a presidential suite. 

5. A back of house component was shared with the 
casino and was built as part of the casino phase. 

The form of the hotel is a representation of its 
function. The public areas for the standard and 
luxury rooms create a two-storey base, housing 
reception, administration, all day dining and 
bar areas, conferencing and a pool deck. The 
bedrooms stack to form a tower, with the standard 
rooms from floors two to five, luxury rooms from 
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floors six to eleven and premium rooms from floors 
twelve to seventeen, with the presidential suite 
at the top floor. The public areas for the premium 
hotel offering sit in the ‘cube’, which sits on top of 
six storey high columns, propping it to the height of 
the premium hotel bedrooms. The ‘cube’ houses 
the premium hotel reception, executive business 
lounge, conferencing, gym, and the Solis Bar and 
pool deck. 

Structural Solutions
Along with the columns for the ‘cube’, the hotel 
boasts some interesting structural solutions. The 
structural grid for the premium hotel is different to 

the grid for the standard and luxury hotel, creating 
the need for transfer beams at the twelfth floor. 
This is evident in the larger spandrel panel on the 
façade. This zone is used to transfer plumbing and 
extract ducting for the different hotel modules. 
The ballroom sits on the first floor, with two levels 
of bedrooms and the ‘cube’ above it. Part of the 
client’s requirement was that the ballroom was a 
clear room, without any internal columns. Its ceiling 
sits at 5m, and above that, is a grid of almost 3m 
deep transfer beams. 

The hotel façade is a double-glazed unitised 
system, which insulates the hotel both thermally 
and acoustically. Due to its proximity to the 
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arena, noise was an important consideration 
when designing the façades. 300, 450 and 
600mm slashes cut through the façade, breaking 
up the otherwise orthogonal grid. At night, 
spotlights light up the slashes, in a subtle nod 
to the casino façade. 

Interior Design
The interior style of the hotel is contemporary. 
There is neutral, cool toned tiling offset and 
balanced by warm timbers and metals like bronze, 
brass and copper.  The tiles have movement and 
natural elements and are less likely to date. The 
timbers are highly contrasting with Oak as the main 

timber with smaller portions of medium and dark 
stain timbers.

Loose and organic style fabrics and carpets 
complement the strong geometric lines of the 
hotel architecture and finishes. The colour palette 
includes splashes of magenta, cobalt blue, 
greens and yellows that run throughout the hotel, 
delineating the individual areas. 

The accent wall in Reception consists of a 
mosaic-like combination of tiles, stainless steel 
strips and light to create a pattern that alludes to 
the Horology theme of the Casino & the name of 
Time Square. Large bands of LED lights lead the 
guest into the lobby area.
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The conference areas have been kept as neutral as 
possible to allow for flexibility in function decor. Greys, 
charcoal and gold colours are dominant here. 

 The pool deck features lots of greenery – creating an 
energising space in the city. A vertical garden behind the 
bar, planter boxes and hanging plants have been used 
throughout to create this atmosphere. 

The areas in the Cube have their own identity whilst 
still relating to the main hotel. The Luminary Lounge on 
12th floor caters to Premium guests for breakfast or 

cocktails. The Solis Bar is formal and sophisticated and 
has a feature plunge pool and raised timber deck. The 
area above the pool is open to the sky with the remainder 
of the space having glass façades which showcase a full 
360º view of Tshwane.

The hotel has been split into Foundation rooms of 24m2, 
Median Rooms of 27m2 and Zenith Rooms of 36m2. There 
are also various long stay apartments and One Penta 
Suite on the top floor. The room types are distinguished 
by means of colour, finishes as well as room size. All 
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rooms feature a neutral palette of grey, charcoal and white 
with splashes of grape, blue or yellow depending on the 
room type.

Conclusion
The completed Time Square complex provides Gauteng 
with world class gaming and entertainment venues and 
hospitality options that will hugely contribute to the local 
economy and prove to be a major drawcard for visitors 
to the region.
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